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Other than the AEC, Foyôs EPICS User Conference is the 

largest annual gathering of extruders in North America.   

  

Join us in April to see why so many industry leaders say  

this is the most worthwhile conference they attend.  
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CONFERENCE TOPICS 

Topics are still being added to the conference schedule, but here is a partial list of 

the items to be covered. 

Conference Theme: Cutting Costs with EPICS 

No one has to tell you that economic conditions are tough in 

the extrusion business.  If there was ever a time to control 

costs, it is now.  Fortunately, you have a tool that will help 

produce a quality product at a minimum cost ς that tool is 

EPICS.   

Mosǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 

EPICS to reduce costs and to improve efficiency.  For example, 

topics will include: 

 Minimizing your billet inventory cost by using the EPICS 

inventory maintenance features in conjunction with 

the Billet Requirements Report. 

 Reducing costly shortage lots through better planning of press workorders 

 Using Multi-billet calculations to reduce press cost 

 Reducing die replacement cost through more efficient 

nitriding scheduling 

 Reducing press scrap by better billet selection 

 Using Master Lots to consolidate costly small press 

runs 

 Identifying potential shortages prior to shipment, 

thereby reducing partial shipments 

 Using Roughcuts and Cutbacks to increase press 

productivity 

 Reducing the time and cost of production posting by 

utilizing rack tracking 

 Utilizing Stock Inventory to reduce small press runs 

 Using hand-held scanners with EPICS to reduce labor cost 
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Multi-plant version of EPICS to be introduced at User Conference 

A new version of EPICS that efficiently handles multiple extrusion plants from a single database will debut 

ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŜȄǘǊǳǎƛƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

it also contains features that will benefit plants that have 

remote finishing or fabrication operations.   

Multi -plant EPICS will allow orders to be entered for any 

plant, and even to be split between several plants.  Users 

can easily set EPICS to only show orders for their own 

plant, but can still have visibility of operations in other 

plants that are utilized by their own orders.   

Several current EPICS users have remote finishing or 

fabrication plants.   Multi -plant EPICS makes inter-plant 

transfers much easier for these companies.  Racks of 

metal ready for transfer can easily be assigned to a truck, and a packing list (manifest) and bill of lading can 

be printed for each truck.  Metal can be received at the remote facility with a single mouse click.   

Adding multi-plant capability to EPICS requires a few database changes, as well as some report revisions, 

even for those who do not utilize the multi-plant features.  We will review the changes that you will need 

to make in order to keep your version of EPICS up-do-date. 

 

Assemblies and Kits ï FINALLY!  

For several years, EPICS users (and the folks at Foy) have wanted 

EPICS to handle assemblies and kits.   That capability has now been 

added to EPICS, and will be demonstrated at the User Conference.  

If your company makes assemblies or kits, you will definitely 

want to have someone at this conference!   

The Monday session will include a presentation of how this new 

EPICS feature works.  Then on Tuesday, we will have a workshop 

session, seeking 

your input 

regarding how this 

feature can be expanded.   

This is your chance to make sure that the EPICS Assemblies 

and Kits feature fits your needs.  Check out the discussion 

about this new feature on the Foy Forum, and then plan to 

participate at the conference in the further evolution of 

this new capability.   

  

Las Vegas 
Plant

Key West 
Plant

Aspen 
Plant

http://www.foyinc.com/forum/Forum.htm
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Review of Features Added to EPICS in 2008 

Each year, Foy releases several EPICS updates between conferences.  We will review the changes that have 

been made ǎƛƴŎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 

Here are just a few of the new features that will be covered: 

 IŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ άwŜŀŘȅ-To-{ƘƛǇέ ōǳƴŘƭŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘƻŎƪ 

Inventory, including breaking then down. 

 Voiding status F and P tickets  

 Improvements in handling CSV files for 

order entry 

 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ άLƴǾƻƛŎŜ bƻǘŜǎέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ 

 CŀǎǘŜǊ άPickListέ creation 

 Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ άtŜǊŎŜƴǘ wŜŎȅŎƭŜŘέ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǎ 

calculated and used 

 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ά5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

[ƻŎƪƻǳǘέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ 

 Revising data on the Packing Ticket screen 

 Avoiding problems with automatic pricing of Thermal-fill charges 
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Optalex CEO to Speak at EPICS Conference 

Robin Agnew, Chief Executive Officer of Optalex Ltd, will be a 

featured speaker at the 2009 EPICS User Conference.   Optalex, an 

Ireland-based company, offers a closed-loop isothermal press control 

system that is 

used in several 

EPICS plants.  

Their system constantly monitors press parameters 

such as temperatures and speed, and modifies them to 

achieve optimum productivity.   They have now 

developed a furnace control system that will work 

hand-in-hand with the press control system to help 

achieve true stability within the extrusion process.   

hǇǘŀƭŜȄΩǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ depends on maintaining numerous 

parameters for each die copy, and then recording data 

for each billet extruded.  They currently utilize data 

from the EPICS database, and we plan to work closely 

with them to allow an even closer interface between 

Optalex and EPICS.  

Robin will describe both their current system and the 

new Total Control system. 

 

Crystal Reports 

Business Objects, the makers of Crystal Reports, is now owned by SAP, the giant German ςbased ERP 

organization.  We will review changes that have resulted from this new ownership structure, and will cover 

new features in the latest version of Crystal Reports (version 12.)    

We will also review the stand-alone Crystal Reports Viewer and discuss how it can be used to view EPICS 

reports by your personnel who do not have EPICS installed on their computer.   

 

http://www.optalex.com/
http://www.optalex.com/

